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Economical Implication of Medical Information

Shigekoto Kaihara, M.D.*

Recent progress of medical information systems has made it possible to
feed back information to practicing physicians at the time of their medical
actions, for instance ordering clinical tests or prescribing drugs. At the
University of Tokyo Hospital, if physicians order unnecessarily numerous
clinical tests, a warning sign appears on the computer screen, which says
that the number of clinical tests to be ordered exceeds the standard
procedure. After this system was introduced, the number of clinical tests
ordered by the physicians showed marked decrease. The doctors were
interviewed after they experienced the warning signs, and they mostly
agreed the educational effects of the warning signs. By system, it may be
said that the medical reasons and economical reasons were harmonized.
Although this warning system was applied only in a hospital, but the same
system can be applied to all the hospitals and clinics in Japan, then the
economical effects will be large. But for the implementation of such
system, the clinical standard which all the physicians agree must be
developed.

[Key words]
Medical Information System, Clinicaltests, Standards
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