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An Empirical Study on the Determinants
of a Choice of Large Hospitals
by Outpatients Using Individual Data

Yasuhiro Tsukahara, Ph.D.”

We analysed the determinants of a choice of large hospitals by outpatients using the individual data
from the 1995 “Comprehensive Survey of Living Conditions (Kokumin Seikatsu Kiso Chousa)”. The
results were as follows: (1) The respondents who were male and who were not working showed a
tendency to choose a large hospital. (2)The respondents who were unhealthier and who had cancer
showed a tendency to choose a large hospital. This means that the role of large hospitals is different
from that of small hospitals and clinics. (3) Economic variables did not have any effect on the choice of
large hospitals. As a cause of this phenomenon, we can point to the effect of the introduction system of
large hospitals which started in 1992. If the introduction of large hospitals is made from the viewpoint

of the seriousness of the illness rathér than economic factors, we can explain this phenomenon.

[key words] Choice of large hospitals, Introduction system, “Comprehensive Survey of Living

Conditions (Kokumin Seikatsu Kiso Chousa)”
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