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Primary health care is essential health care based on practical, scientifically sound and socially acceptable
methods and technology made universally accessible to individuals and families in the community through
their full participation and at a cost that the community and country can afford to maintain at every stage of
their development in the spirit of self-reliance and self-determination.
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Global Health and Human Security
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Abstract

Global issues such as environment, poverty, human rights, reproductive health and rights, HIV/AIDS, and
gender and development are closely related to health in the world. UN Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) set
up eight goals for all UN Member States to meet the goals by the year 2015. The target 4 (reduce child mortality),
target 5 (improve maternal health) and target 6 (combat HIV/AIDS, malaria and other diseases) are health
problems.

In 2008, Japan will host two major conferences, the Fourth Tokyo International Conference on African
Development (TICAD IV) and the G8 Hokkaido Toyako Summit. At this important diplomatic juncture, Japan
called for a stronger engagement of the international community in global health. After the Okinawa Summit in
2000, international awareness to tackle infectious diseases has increased. We, however, still face serious challenges in
maternal, newborn, and child health. ’

Human security is a concept that is very relevant to international collaboration in the 21st century. It is vitally
important that we should focus on the health of individuals and protect them, and strive to empower individuals and
communities through health-system strengthening. It is essential to promote a human-centered approach to strike at
the root of the problem, especially through the promotion of research and development and strengthening of health
systems, including human resource development.

Japan was a developing country just after the Second World War. There were a high prevalence of many kinds
of infectious diseases and many children died before their first birthday. Individuals, families and the community also
made efforts against infectious diseases and maternal and child health through formal and informal collaboration.
Japan should share its experience with developing countries by the researches based on the analysis of social and
medical sciences. '

[key words] Global Health, Human Security, Millennium Development Goals, Maternal and Child Health Handbook,
G8 Hokkaido Toyako Summit
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