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　In their monthly business leaders’ luncheon in May of 2022, Mr. Lin, the founder and CEO of Wistron Corporation 
in Taiwan chatted with Dr. Chang, another business leader and the former Deputy Minister of Health in Taiwan, 
about his concern for the direction of government pandemic control policies and their impacts on industries and 
the economy. At that time, the COVID-19 pandemic already ravaged the world for two and a half years and claimed 
a total of 6.30 million lives around the world.1 
　In August of 2022 when I visited Taiwan, Dr. Chang took me to visit Mr. Lin in his office. During the meeting, 
he expressed his concern about the direction of this COVID-19 pandemic and how government responses are 
impacting Taiwan’s society and economy. He was very interested in seeing an international comparative study to 
compare Taiwan’s pandemic policy responses and impacts with those of other nations. I proposed to conduct a 
comparative study of several Pacific Rim high-income nations’ policies. In October of 2022, I submitted a research 
proposal to Mr. Lin. Upon reviewing the proposal, Mr. Lin decided to fund this study in December of 2022. 
　To further explore the impacts of state pandemic control policies on society and the economy, I initiated and 
co-organized with Professor Lien of the National Chengchi University a national symposium on how the 
government pandemic control policies were impacting Taiwan’s society and the economy in Taipei on December 
19 of 2022. The presentations and discussions from that symposium provided us with stimulating questions to 
consider in this project.
The vital question that motivated this research is 

“When do the costs of pandemic control policies outweigh its benefits?”

　This question will be difficult to find the appropriate answer during the first year of the pandemic in 2020 when 
there was a lack of information about the virus SARS-CoV-2 and the disease COVID-19, and also a lack of effective 
treatment or vaccines. Even during the second year of 2021, despite many nations including Taiwan already 
having vaccines and adequate knowledge and supplies of effective treatment, many nations including Taiwan were 
still struggling to contain this pandemic and minimize casualties. By the early months of 2022, into the third year 
of the COVID-19 pandemic, it was evident that with the vaccines and the populations’ cumulative natural 
immunities, in addition to effective treatment capacities, the world was transitioning into the post-pandemic era. 
This is when the question of weighing the social costs and benefits of government pandemic control measures 
becomes relevant and important. 
　In their study of 24 nations’ representative sample respondents’ attitudes and perceptions of the COVID-19 risk 
and responses, Nisa and Belanger et al. found that most of them were more concerned about economic risks than 
health risks. The survey was conducted between April 10 and May 11, 2020. Even in this early stage of the 
pandemic, most people already expressed their strong concern for livelihoods.2 Findings from this study also 
support the significance of our research question, that people began to weigh the costs and benefits of pandemic 
control policies very early on during the pandemic. In a special issue on COVID-19 of Asian Economic Policy 
Review, Ito and Iwata et al.3 reviewed several papers published in that issue and noticed that Asian countries 
suffered less COVID-19 cases and deaths than other region, while there were debate early on regarding trade-offs 
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between COVID-19 control and economic activities.4 There were several international policy comparison studies 
published early on during the pandemic, such as Oxford COVID-19 Government Response Tracker that developed 
comprehensive indicators and data base to track more than 180 countries’ national policies and their impacts on 
health, economy and society.5 While such database is very helpful for international comparison, given the 
limitations of disentangling impacts of the pandemic versus policy impacts, we have reservations about drawing 
causal implications.

References

1. Our World in Data, Corona (COVID-19) virus deaths. https://ourworldindata.org/covid-deaths Accessed May
16, 2022.

2. Nisa, C.F., Bélanger, J.J. and 53 other coauthors et al. Lives versus livelihoods? Perceived economic risk has a
stronger association with support for COVID-19 preventive measures than perceived health risk. Scientific
Reports 2021; 11: 9669-9681.  https://www.nature.com/articles/s41598-021-88314-4.pdf  Accessed December
14, 2022.

3. Ito, T., Iwata, K., McKenzie C., Noguchi, H., Urata, S. The COVID‐19 Pandemic and Asia: Editors' Overview.
Asian Economic Policy Review 2022;17(1):1-17.

4. Fukao, M., Shioji, E. Is There a Trade-Off between COVID-19 Control and Economic Activity? Implications
from the Phillips Curve Debate. Asian Economic Policy Review 2022;17(1):66-85.

5. Hale, T., Angrist, N., Goldszmidt, R. et al. A global panel database of pandemic policies (Oxford COVID-19
Government Response Tracker). Nat Hum Behav 5, 529–538 (2021). https://doi.org/10.1038/s41562-021-
01079-8




